ESRC National Centre for e-Social Science

International Visitor Scheme

About the International Visitor Scheme

NCeSS encourages international visitors to spend a few days at the NCeSS Hub or Nodes (or both) in order to explore common interests and potential collaborative activities in e-Social Science. Note that NCeSS also has an International Research Fellowship scheme that allows scholars to make an extended visit to the NCeSS Hub or Nodes, from one to six months. Both schemes are designed to encourage visitors to investigate how e-science tools and technologies might provide new approaches to addressing social science research questions. 

Eligibility and Deliverables 

The international visitor scheme is open to social and computer scientists from outside the UK who are working in universities or the private or public sectors, whose research might benefit from, and contribute to, the work of NCeSS. The activities undertaken during a visit must focus on the application of e-Infrastructure to make advances in social science research or on the social shaping of e-science. Proposals that fall entirely within computer science or entirely within social science with no e-science component are ineligible. 

Applicants must use their visit to engage collaboratively and constructively with members of NCeSS through discussion of potential joint research, publications, seminars, training and capacity building activities or other ventures. Visitors must submit a brief report (maximum 500 words) within two weeks of the end of their visit, describing its benefits and outcomes, and reflecting on the visitor scheme. 

Financial and Practical Information

Visits will normally last between one and seven days. For the duration of the visit, NCeSS will provide desk space, computing, internet and library facilities.
Financial assistance is available for travel to and from the Hub or Node visited, and for accommodation and subsistence. There is no fixed limit; applicants should provide a budget and fully justify their costs. Note that all expenditure must be approved before it is incurred and it can only be reimbursed against original receipts. Travel costs are limited to the most economical fares on public transport. NCeSS will be pleased to advise about finding suitable accommodation.  

Application Procedure 

Please download and complete an application form and return it by post to International Visitor Scheme, NCeSS, Arthur Lewis Building, University of Manchester, Manchester M13 9PL, or by email to visitor@ncess.ac.uk.
The international visitor scheme is a rolling programme from November 2007 to March 2010. There are no fixed deadlines; applications are welcome at any time. 

Only fully completed application forms, including the names and addresses of one referee and accompanied by a brief (2-page) curriculum vitae, will be considered. It is expected that decisions regarding applications will be communicated to successful applicants within 4 weeks of receipt.

Candidate interested in visiting the Hub are encouraged to contact the NCeSS Research Director, Professor Rob Procter (rob.procter@ncess.ac.uk), in advance of submitting an application. Similarly, candidates interested in visiting a Node are encouraged to contact the Node Principal Investigator before submitting an application; their contact details are on the NCeSS website. 

