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What are their concerns?

new research questions
reformulating old questions
new ways of combining data
new types of data
new ways of communicating
new forms of collaboration



Central idea VKS

Changes in information and 
communication create new 
possibilities
But how can these be used by 
researchers in hum/soc sc?
Engage with and reflect on e-research



Key elements of e-research

sharing computer resources
access to distributed, hybrid, and 
massive databases
digital platforms for communication 
and collaboration



Promise versus risk
Promises of e-science: Risks of e-science:

More detailed knowledge of 
natural and social processes
Acceleration of knowledge 
creation
More inter-disciplinarity
Higher productivity
Improved access to and use of 
knowledge

Imposing one-sided 
model of research to all 
fields (explicitly or 
implicitly)
Less inter-disciplinarity
Unrealistic promises (see 
history AI/ICT) may 
backfire
Increasing capital 
intensity, higher research 
costs
Decreased variation of 
epistemological cultures



Mission VKS Method VKS

design and 
conceptualisation 
new questions & 
practices
experiment/play
travel across 
disciplines
grasp dynamics 
knowledge creation

demonstration and 
exploration
bring researchers 
together
pool resources, 
methodologies and 
techniques
interrogate both 
old and new



What the VKS is not

changing the humanities and social 
sciences to fit a particular e-model
creating ICTs for researchers
responding to scholarly needs

knowledge is central, not technology 
nor the user
production & consumption



virtual ethnography

construction platform

web archiving simulation

analytic center

DATADATA

COLLABORATIONS

INSTITUTIONSINSTITUTIONS



Data
internet as direct data source

Webometrics
Web page analysis
email/chat/link analysis

internet as indirect source
Web page analysis
hyperlink analysis
text analysis

internet as interface
surveys
interviews

internet as visualisation





Collaboration

data sharing
from principle to practice
infrastructures
resistance
disciplinary differences

collaboratories





Virtual institutions

construction and role of databases
metaphors as indicator

Grid production
non-computational e-research?

virtual research institutes
role of textuality & intertextuality
interactive agenda setting

research evaluation





Reflexive instrumentality

interrogate e-research by study/play
interrogate that play itself
interrogate this interrogation

shape e-research by deconstruction 
and reconstruction

examine e-research practices
examine traditional practices


